82
(8) "That Self, when taught by a man of inferior
intellect, is not easy to be known, as it is to be thought of
in various ways. But when it is taught by a preceptor
who is one with Brahman (who beholds no difference),
there is no doubt concerning it, the Self being subtler
than the subtle and is not to be obtained by arguing/*
Much of the explanations already given under
the last stanza must throw enough light upon this
Mantra. For purpose of emphasis Lord Death is
here voicing forth the very ideas suggested in the
earlier stanza. We have akeady found that neither
a mere book knowledge nor a mere Experience can
be a complete qualification for a perfect Guru to
serve the world at large. And when a man of know-
ledge and experience explains the Sruthi Mantra*
the disciple, if he is perfectly conditioned, gains the
complete knowledge instantaneously,
In this Mantra the words Ananya Proktha and
Gathi have been explained by Sankara to hint at
four different meanings, (i) If the Atman is taught
by preceptor, who is free from the notion of duality
and has thus become one with the Absolute, the
student shall have no doubts in the explanations,
(ii) When the Atman., which is none other than the
disciple's own Self, is taught, there can be no more
doubt, (iii) The word Gathi may mean cpassage5
(when the meaning would be that, when the Atman,
not distinct from the Self, has been taught, there shall
be no more travelling in Samsar). (iv) The word
'Gathi* can also mean *Chintha9 (doubt) and, in
this case, the interpretation is that, when Brahma